
Greenleaf Primary School Progression in Self Portraits 
 

Year 

Group 

Key Skills 

Nursery I can draw a shape and recognise it as myself. 

Reception I can use a mirror to locate and identify the main features of my face. 

I am beginning to add my eyes, nose and mouth in the right place. 

Year 1 I understand that a portrait is a picture of one person or a small group of people. 
I can use a mirror to help me think about the position of my eyes, nose, ears and mouth. 

I can draw the outline shape of my face around the main features of my face. 

Year 2 I can say what I like and dislike about a famous portrait. 
I am beginning to choose the right colours for my skin, hair, and features. I 
understand how to use space appropriately to create my self-portrait. 

I am beginning to add more detail to my portrait (e.g. eye shape, glasses, mouth 

shape). 

Year 3 I can identify the similarities and differences between 3 famous portraits. I am able to 
choose the right colours for my skin, hair and features. 

I have used faint guidelines to help me position my features. 

I have thought carefully about the shape and position of different facial features. 

I can say what I like about my portrait and am beginning to think about what I can do to 

improve. 

Year 4 I can confidently use faint guidelines to position the main features of my face. 
I can use a mirror to add detail to my eyes and eye brows. I am able 
to create my hairline. 
I am beginning to add tone to my self-portrait. 

I am inspired by famous portraits to create my own. 

I can say what I like about my portrait and can identify what I need to do 

next to improve. 

Year 5 I can confidently use faint guidelines to position the main features of my face. 
I can use a mirror to add details to my nose and mouth. I can 
add tone to create a more realistic appearance. 
I can evaluate the work of others, identifying what they have done well and I am beginning 
to provide next steps. I am also able to accept feedback on my 

own artwork. 

Year 6 I am able to independently recall the steps of drawing a self-portrait, reflecting on learning 
from previous year groups. 
I can express myself in my self-portrait, adding in my own ideas. 

I can evaluate the work of others, identifying what they have done well and providing next 

steps. I am also able to accept feedback on my own artwork. 

 


